
 

 

Stockbridge Village Primary School – Expedition Project Plan 

 
 	

Project title – Life below Water: Life on Land  
Year group 1 - Spring Term 	

Essential	Question:	Is	there	a	difference	between	Life	on	Land	and	Life	below	
Water?		
What matters to children - Being engaged, Living things, especially 

animals, Ecology, Making the world a better place, Being activists  	Fieldwork	visits		/	
Experts  
Botanic gardens  
Allotments  
nature reserve  
Arboretum  
Ecologists  
Recycling centre  
Beach Clean 
Pond dipping  

Big Ideas (Concepts) 
 
Recycling.                   Materials  
Sustainability              Continents  
Food from the sun  
Change                       Transformation  

Guided	Inquiry	Questions -  
What / Who lives on land; below water?  
Does anything live on land and water?  
How deep in the ground does green go?  
What does sustainable mean? 
Where does the green go in winter?  
Can you live below water?  

 	

Use -   
 
Materials - 

scientifically 
 	

Investigate -   
 
Oceans  
Life below water  
Where green goes 

in winter?  
Recycling 
Life on Land  

Books-  
The Secret of Black Rock - Joe Todd Stantdon - Key Text  
Above & Below -Hanako Clulow  
The Water Hole - Graeme base  
The Global Garden - Kate Petty 
One Plastic Bag  
Manfish - Jennifer Berne  
Jed’s Really Useful Poem - Ragnhild Scamell 
Tidy - Emily Gravett  
!0 things I can do to help my world  
Dear Greenpeace  
Sally and the Limpet 
The Lorax 
Bee and Me - Alison Jay  
This Moose Belongs to Me  
The Coral Kingdom - Laura Knowles  
The Big Book of the Blue - Yuval Zommer 
Douglas Deep Sea Diary - Simon Bartram  
Flotsam. - David Weisner  
One Day on our Blue Planet - Ella Bailey  
The Blue Whale - Jenni Desmond 
Flood - Alvaro Villa  
10 Reasons to love a Turtle - Catherine Barr 	

Key Vocabulary -  
Materials - man-made 

and natural  
Ecology 
Ecosystem  
Reuse, recycle  
Omnivore 
Herbivore 
Carnivore 
Sustainable  
Conservation 
Explorer 	

Guided	Inquiry questions -  
 
(see Loops of Learning plan) 	

Significant people /places /events -  
 
Oceans, Continents,  
Jacques Cousteau (Manfish)  
Sir David Attenborough 
Explorers  - underwater 

Find (out about) -  
 
Animals - their correct names and 

their young  
Camouflage  
Continents 
Different names for green - 

viridian, emerald, olive 
Plastics and their effect on the 

oceans and sea life 
Fish and sea creatures  
Opaque, waterproof, absorbent, 

bendy, stretchy  materials  

Make (D&T):   
Eco badge   - what message 

can we send?  
 
Other: 
How does packaging affect 

the ripeness of fruit? - 

working scientifically 
Reinvent using recycling  
Sculptures using recycled 

materials 	Collect - various materials	



 

 

	

Main subject POS -  
 
Science  
Animals 	
identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 

identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals, including pets) 

Pupils should use the local environment throughout the year to explore and answer questions about 
animals in their habitat. They should understand how to take care of animals taken from their local 
environment and the need to return them safely after study. Pupils should become familiar with the 
common names of some fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, including those that are kept as 
pets. 

Everyday materials 

distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made 

identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock 

describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials 

compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical 
properties. Pupils should explore, name, discuss and raise and answer questions about everyday 
materials so that they become familiar with the names of materials and properties such as: 
hard/soft; stretchy/stiff; shiny/dull; rough/smooth; bendy/not bendy; waterproof/not waterproof; 
absorbent/not absorbent; opaque/transparent. Pupils should explore and experiment with a wide 
variety of materials, not only those listed in the programme of study, but including for example: brick, 
paper, fabrics, elastic, foil. 

Pupils might work scientifically by: performing simple tests to explore questions, for example: ‘What is the 
best material for an umbrella? ...for lining a dog basket? ...for curtains? ...for a bookshelf? ...for a 
gymnast’s leotard?’ 

Design and Technology  

Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the knowledge, 
understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of designing and making. They should 
work in a range of relevant contexts [for example, the home and school, gardens and playgrounds, the 
local community, industry and the wider environment - See Progression of Skills for specific LO’s  

 

 

Linked subjects POS -  

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

Art and Design  

produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural 
development of their art forms. 

 

Immersion Experience - Visit Recycling centre - Guild Plastic 

Problem workshop  

Assessment	Checks	-	e.g.	Rubrics,	criteria	lists,	learning	checkpoints,	
retrieval	tasks,	knowledge	organiser		

Performance of Learning / Legacy Product - Class Assembly 	

For next time - 	
Global Goals  
12, 13 & 14 	


