
 

 

Stockbridge Village Primary School – Expedition Project Plan 
 
 	

Project title – The Golden Oldies  
(Mayans 2000BC to AD900 and Ancient 
Baghdad AD900) 
Year group  - 5 Summer Terms 	

Essential	Question:	EQ:	“Why	were	the	Ancient	Civilisations	able	to	
develop?	”	
- 	

Fieldwork	&	Experts 
-  
People who have 
travelled to South 
America  
Mosque - Iman  
Cadbury World - 
Mayans workshop  
The British Museum - 
online 	

Big Ideas (Concepts) 
 
Civilisation                 Survival  
Culture                       Education 
Change  
Art 	

Questions worth asking-  
Can I compare the timelines of Ancient Baghdad and the 
Mayans with British History? 
What are the key achievements of Ancient Baghdad 
Civilisations? 
 

 	

Use -   
 
Models 
Photos 
Films  
Books 
Artefacts 	
Investigate -   
 
Maps 
Artefacts 
The Tigris  
Trade routes 
Rituals	

Books -  
The Chocolate Tree- A Mayan folktale  
Rain Player - David Wisniewski 
Middleworld (Jaguar Stones) 
J&P Voelkel 
The Corn Grows Ripe 
Dorothy Rhoads 
The History Detective Investigates: Mayan 
Civilization 
Clare Hibbert 
The History Detective Investigates: Early 
Islamic Civilization - Claudia Martin 
D
ai

Key Vocabulary -  
Civilsation.    House of Wisdom  
Agriculture.    Scholars  
Villages         City of Peace  
Cities  
Architecture  
Temples  
Nation  
Merchant 
Trade Route  
Tribe  
warfare  
King  
Rules / Law / Rituals  
Heiroglyphic  

Guided	Inquiry questions -  
 
(see Loops of learning plans) 	

Significant people /places /events -  
 
Abbasid Caliph, Al-Mansur 
Al-Khawarizm - father of algebra  
Golden Gate Palace  
River Tigris  
Arabian Nights Tales 	

Find (out about) -  
 
Where the Mayans created their 
villages and then cities. 
Why they were successful with 
growing crops and harvesting food. 
Mayan rituals and beliefs  
Why there were Mayan wars  
Who built Baghdad and why 
The way it was built 
The importance of the Tigris 
Trade routes 
Islamic culture, art, education, 
medicine and maths  

Make -  
 
Model of Mayan temple 
Mayan art  
Put story of Mean rituals  
Map of crop rotations 
Diamond 9 ranking about 
survival in Mayan times  
 
Model of Golden Gate Palace 
Islamic patterns 	Collect - 	



 

 

	

Main subject POS -  
 
History  
a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early 
Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900 
 
Science - Properties and changes to materials 
compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their properties, including their 
hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to magnets 
know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, and describe how to recover a 
substance from a solution 
use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, including 
through filtering, sieving and evaporating 
give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the particular uses of everyday 
materials, including metals, wood and plastic 
demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes 
explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and that this kind of change is not 
usually reversible, including changes associated with burning and the action of acid on bicarbonate of 
soda. 
 
Revision of Earth and Space in relation to rituals and gods in Mayans  
Geography 
Locational knowledge 
Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 
identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 
Place knowledge 
understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography in a region within South America 
Geographical skills and fieldwork 
use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 
use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the 
use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the wider world	

Linked subjects POS -  
Art and Design  
Pupils should be taught: 
to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit 
ideas 
to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 
about great artists, architects and designers in history. 
Computing 
select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of 
digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and content that 
accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data 
and information 
use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns about content and contact. 
Design and Technology 
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the 
knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of 
designing and making. They should work in a range of relevant contexts [for example, 
the home, school, leisure, culture, enterprise, industry and the wider environment]. 
Music 
play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
use and understand staff and other musical notations 
appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
develop an understanding of the history of music.
Immersion Experience - 	

Assessment	checks	e.g.	rubrics,	learning	checkpoints,	criteria	lists		

Performance	of	understanding	-		For next time - 	


