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Consultation to Join a Multi-Academy Trust (MAT) 

 

Dear Parents, Families and Stakeholders, 

 

Stockbridge Village Primary School is currently a state maintained school that is under the 

control of the Local Authority. As such, we have always had good relationships with the 

Authority and valued their support. 

Over the past ten years the Government agenda has changed creating an opportunity 

for Stockbridge Village Primary to work together with forward thinking and like-minded 

schools as part of a Multi-Academy Trust, known as a MAT. In Knowsley, the majority of 

schools are either part of the Catholic Diocese or have converted to academy status.  

 

Our Governing Body has been exploring the idea of joining a MAT for some time and 

have worked with a joint staff working party to assess all our options.  

 

The decision to undertake a consultation was taken following remarkably thorough work 

by the governing body and staff working party, looking into many different aspects of 

what it would mean to be an academy and understanding both the Multi-Academy Trust 

landscape locally and nationally, and what kind of partnership would ultimately be in the 

best interests of both the current, and future children at our school. This included 

reviewing 49 MATs nationally, a long list of 9 MATs, 9 school visits by the joint working party, 

presentations from two short-listed MATs and due diligence on a preferred partner.  

 

The period of research and fact finding has now come to an end and has culminated in 

us having a direct conversation with the Cheshire Academies Trust, known as CAT, a well-

established MAT, that already has a number of primary academies within 30 minutes from 

SVP and is looking to expand.  As an organisation it has been operating independently 

for several years and is a mature, successful and experienced primary school MAT with 

strong values and a clear vision. 

The Governors feel that the Cheshire Academies Trust is an excellent match and ‘fit’ for 

our values and culture as a school; it shares our child and people-centred approach and 

the high trust and ambition we have for every child in our school  - they also recognise 

the strong practice at our school and how we can share this with more schools to benefit 

more children.  

 

mailto:stockbridge@knowsley.gov.uk


The governing body now wishes to engage in consultation with you as our families and a 

broad group of stakeholders, and that this can only be done through public consultation. 

The final decision will be made by the governing body post consultation.  

 

Therefore, ahead of making any formal decisions to convert to Academy status, we want 

to give you, our families and community,  the opportunity to speak to us about this 

development and ask any questions about the process and the opportunities for our 

children, staff and families moving forward. 

What is an academy and what is a multi-academy trust? 

An academy is essentially an independent school which is funded by the state. It is 

independent of the local authority and receives its funding direct from central 

government. A multi academy trust is where a group of academies are governed by one 

trust and a single board of directors. The board of directors is responsible for decisions 

relating to how each academy is run, from the curriculum to staffing and acts like the 

conscience of the Trust. The multi academy trust can establish a local governing body for 

each of its academies, to which it can delegate some of its functions. The multi academy 

trust remains accountable for these functions. 

What are the benefits of being an academy? 

 

In the governing body’s opinion the benefits are numerous: 

• academies are independent of local authority control – this means that academies 

have more freedom about how they conduct themselves 

• academies receive their funding direct from central government – this means that 

academies can have more direct control over their funding  

• academies have more freedom over the curriculum taught – this means that 

academies do not need to teach parts of the National Curriculum which they do not 

consider appropriate for their children 

• academies have more freedom to undertake innovative projects – academies are 

companies and so have more freedom to undertake innovative, entrepreneurial 

projects, such as setting up and utilizing trading subsidiaries. 

 

What are the benefits of being part of the Cheshire Academies Trust (CAT)? 

 

It is the opinion of the governing body at Stockbridge Village Primary School that being 

part of Cheshire Academies Trust will give us the following benefits: 

 

• The grouping of six+ primary schools, within an expanding and successful MAT will 

give us the scale to further deepen our expertise in key professional areas of 

education and enable us to realise better value for money in the future. 

• We can offer a variety of career development across the schools giving us even 

more ability to attract and retain our outstanding staff crew. 

• We will collaborate on matters such as key specialisms, curriculum development 

and share resources and leadership practices for the benefit of all our children. 

• We would always continue to work in partnership with our local colleagues and 

schools in Stockbridge Village and central Knowsley, as we do now. 

 

Key points to note about joining the Cheshire Academies Trust (CAT): 

• Our school will retain its character and will continue to look, feel and be the same 

as it is now with the same uniform, school times, holiday pattern and admission 

policy. While most of the initial changes will be behind the scenes, the governors 

feel that the collaborative environment in the CAT will help us to maintain and 

further improve the high standards we have all come to expect over time. 

G 



 

• The MAT organisation does not affect your choice of school for your child. 

• Mrs Curran and the leadership team at school will continue to lead our school on 

a daily basis alongside a local governance group made up from our current 

school Governors and a Board of Trustees. 

• The MAT shares some services across their schools which will help us become more 

efficient and make sure that funding is focused on teaching, learning and support 

for children. 

How can I find out more and make my views known? 

 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you about the consultation and anticipate some of 

the main questions that you may have. We would very much welcome your participation 

in the consultation and also to raise any concerns or questions that you may have. There 

are lots of ways to do this including: 

 

• Contacting myself or other governors  

• Talking to Mrs Curran, Mrs Smyth or Miss Borrill informally, who are available on the 

yard most days 

• Talking with other staff members  

• Email any questions or comments (positive, negative or neutral) to:  

consultation@stockbridgevillageprimary.co.uk 

• There will be an opportunity for you to meet with representatives from the Cheshire 

Academies Trust, our school Governors and members of the joint Governors and 

Staff Working Party and Leadership team in the next few weeks and date and 

times will be shared on all our communication platforms. 

• There is also more information about academies on the DfE website: 

http://www.education.gov.uk/academies 

If you can’t find the answer to your question through consultation, or on the DfE website, 

please email Mrs Curran at: acurran@stockbridgevillageprimary.co.uk or call on: 0151 

4778020 

 

The Stockbridge Village Primary consultation remains open until Monday 7th February and 

the governing body is meeting on Tuesday 8th February to determine the formal outcome 

and next steps.  

 

All views and comments made will be made available to the Governors. The Governors 

are determined to base their decision exclusively on the interests of our children and their 

education. Our decision is whether, on balance, this is best done under local authority 

control or by being independent as part of the Cheshire Academies Trust. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Sue Dunphy                                           Andrea Curran  

Chair of Governors                               Head teacher  
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