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22nd March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Families  
 
I hope you are all doing alright in these unprecedented and very worrying times.  
As you know, we are no longer open as a school. We are working as a staff team on a much-diminished rota 
system to now run child care for people necessary to fight the Covid-19 plan. Our staff crew are being 
extraordinarily brave and are all ready and willing to support to tackle the pandemic, despite the increased 
risk to themselves and their own families.  

 
Critical Worker list changes 
I am sure you are aware that during our working day in school Friday, the Government issued a much wider 
list of ‘Critical Workers’ needed to fight the spread of Covid-19. This has led to our list of children eligible for 
child care within school growing in numbers. I have to reduce this list in order to be able to deliver what the 
government is asking of school staff. I was working to be able to offer as many of you as possible a child care 
place. However, along with the Critical Worker list expanding, there has also been a big shift this weekend in 

 



the Governments strict advice to schools. It is now clear that the safest place for children to reduce the 
spread, is to stay at home.  
 
Child Care offer changes  
As a school leader I now have to make some incredibly difficult decisions, with much regret. I ask that you 
please work with us as a school and not against us as we do this, as we are all doing our best to protect as 
many people as we can.  
Therefore, I am regretfully unable to offer a child care place for the following groups:  

• Children who DO NOT have a social worker but are on Early Help – we will stay in touch with you and 
support as much as we can with phone calls 

• Brothers and sisters of any child with an EHCP   

In order to support you as we transition to a far more stringent phase in the national approach, I am willing to 
have any child we offered child care to on Friday, before the changes, in for Monday 23rd March. This is to 
give you a little time to organise yourselves if absolutely essential please. I understand this will be alarming 
and upsetting for some of you and I wish we were not in this situation. Before the new guidance this weekend, 
I wanted to be as helpful and generous as I could to you, but this is now the only responsible action I can 
take, given the shift to ‘socially distance’ and keep children out of school unless absolutely necessary.  
Updated Critical Worker Guidance  
This updated guidance will, I hope, provide you all with extra clarity and consistency around the critical 
worker list.  
The Government’s definition of a ‘critical worker’ is extensive and unless we prioritise, we may not be able to 
support the families and workers that require this help the most.  
We have used the Governments guidance as well as the official ‘Critical Worker’ list to put critical workers into 
tiered system for our school from Tier 1 to 4. This is so that our depleted school staff team can provide child 
care for as long as possible, should we need to self-isolate.  
This tiered system may also be subject to change in what is a fast-changing national crisis. We will make a 
school decision based on our overall staffing capacity to identify how many tiers we can remain open to and 
this may change over the coming weeks.  



Current government guidance regarding eligibility for the school care as of Monday 23rd March 2020 is that 
children with at least one parent or carer who are identified as critical workers by the government can 
potentially send their children to school if required. However, we must emphasise that the government 
guidance also states that 
 
 
 “many parents working in these critical sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child 
who can be safely cared for at home should be.”  
 
 
During this week, we will need to ask you as parents to provide us more detailed information about your role, 
including shift patterns and days you might be able to manage your own childcare. 
 
Please note, the current guidance around self-isolation regarding symptoms of coronavirus including a 
temperature of over 37.8°C and/or a persistent cough are still in force.  



 

 



For children coming in to school as of Monday 23rd March 2020, the following measures need to be taken: 
§ Own clothes to be worn which are fresh on – we recommend putting clothes straight in the washing 

machine once returning home from school to minimise and control the spread of any possible infection. 
§ Up to date contact details for family members must be available within school and emergency contact 

details should your child exhibit symptoms of contracting coronavirus. 
§ We must register your child in and out of the premises by somebody who either has parental 

responsibility or has been nominated by yourselves, as long as you are all fit and well and not showing 
symptoms of coronavirus. 

§ We will put the children in three consistent new Crew groups and they will be in the same room each 
day. This room will be deep cleaned every day.  

§ If you have hand gel that is over 60% alcohol content, please feel free to allow your child to bring in for 
their personal use.  

§ We will keep the children happy, but also apply ‘social distancing’ to avoid creating a group of over 20.   
§ Lunch will be provided but the Crews will eat separately.  
§ If you become unwell with coronavirus symptoms, you must immediately contact school and arrange 

for collection of your child.  
§ Social distancing must be enforced whilst your child is not in school if we are to minimise the spread of 

infection. 
§ School must be informed if you no longer fall within the critical worker list or you have been asked to self-

isolate. 
§ Thorough hand washing to take place at home just before leaving the home. 

Thank you all for all your understanding and support in a very difficult time for us all and look after yourselves. 
 

Andrea Curran 
 



 


