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Pedagogy Protocols 
 

‘If I had to reduce the whole of educational psychology to just 
one principle, I would say this: The most important single factor 

influencing learning is what the learner already knows. 
Ascertain this and teach him accordingly’. 

 
(David Ausubel, 1968, p. vi) 

 

The underpinning Intent of SVP Expeditionary Curriculum: 
Stockbridge Village Primary school’s approach to curriculum makes standards come alive for children by connecting learning to 

real-world issues and needs. Academically robust learning projects based on key knowledge, concepts (big ideas), case studies, 

fieldwork, and service learning inspire children to think and work as professionals do, be activists contributing high-quality work 

to authentic audiences beyond the classroom. We intend that our curriculum ultimately develops us all as ethical people who 

work to make the world a better place. Our Expeditionary Curriculum is a social equity model.  

Curriculum Subject Leaders and our Subject Teams 

are empowered as experts to curate our 

Expeditionary Curriculum, underpinned by our 

intent to be knowledge rich, progressive and well-

sequenced. 

The whole school curriculum is the platform on 

which colleagues intelligently and effectively and 

creatively enact our curriculum. 

The concept of agency and child development  

underpins the subject disciplines. Children are 

active agents of their learning; developing 

understanding of what it means to be a historian, 

geographer, artist, designer, scientist.  Children 

are supported to develop a strong sense of the 

interdisciplinary concepts. These conceptual links, 

or big ideas, are planned into projects to support 

a growing sense of self, place, time and agency. 

We purposefully build our curriculum up from 3 to 11; 

recognising the importance of strong foundations, building 

blocks and accumulating subject knowledge and 

understanding. The substantive knowledge is reinforced by 

vertical strands in oracy, reading, writing and reasoning, 

enabling our children to develop a way of seeing the world 

using mental models, cognitive organization and patterns of 

thinking that are not lost when content fades with time.  

The promise of the curriculum: All children at SVP learn key areas of 

knowledge and skills and build expertise in these areas to provide the 

foundation for deeper understanding. The formative use of assessment 

enables children to secure knowledge over time. As a consequence of this, 

children are supported to see inter and intra-disciplinary connections to 

broaden their understanding so that they  build meaning for themselves. 

In this way, we use interleaving of subjects with rigour to design high 

quality Expeditionary Projects where children are required to put learning 

to work.  

The goals of the curriculum: All children are supported to use their strong 

foundation of knowledge, procedural skills, understanding and ethics to 

develop a sense of self, of Crew and a stronger understanding of their place in 

the world to strengthen their sense of agency - their ability to influence and 

make decisions about their own lives, act on the world, both now, and in the 

future. 


