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2000BC 
The Maya civilisation comes 
into being in Central America. 

900AD 

The kingdom begins to develop, 
and boundaries are established 
around the region called 
Igodomigodo, in what is now 
Nigeria. 
 

5000BC 
People began to move into 
the area of Mesopotamia 
which we call Sumer. 

632AD 

Muhammad died and 
Muslims struggled to agree 
on who should be the next 
caliph. The first four caliphs 
appointed after this time 
came to represent an age of 
‘pure Islam’. When the last, 
Ali, was assassinated in 
661AD, the Umayyad 
dynasty of caliphs took over 
for nearly a century. After 
that began the reign of the 
Abbasid caliphs. 

300BC Cities, such as El Mirador, 
become large and powerful 

1100AD 
The last Ogiso of Igodomigodo, 
Owodo, dies and there is nobody 
to rule. 

4000BC 

The Sumerians began 
building temples for their 
gods. By 2100BC, these 
became monuments called 
ziggurat 900AD 

Cities in the rainforest are 
abandoned due to an extensive 
drought. People move north to 
the highlands of Guatemala 
and the Yucatan. 

1180AD 
Eweka becomes the new ruler and 
changes the name Igodomigodo to 
Edo. He calls himself the Oba. 

1300AD 
– 

1700AD 

The ‘golden age’ of Edo. It had a 
large, powerful army, and skilled 
craftspeople. 

752AD 

Caliph Al-Mansur built 
Baghdad as the new capital of 
the Islamic empire on the river 
Tigris. It was close to 
established trade routes such 
as the Silk Road and became 
known as the cultural and 
learning capital of the world. 

1500AD 

The Spanish arrive in South 
America and set out to destroy 
the remaining elements of 
Maya civilisation as part of 
their conquest. 

1489AD 
The Edo people begin trading with 
the Portuguese, who call the place 
‘Benin’. 

3500BC 
The wheel was invented and 
first used as potter’s wheels. 
Later, it is used for chariots. 

1839AD 

American explorer and writer, 
John Lloyd Stephens, and 
British artist, Frederick 
Catherwood explore Copan 
and extensively document 
what they find, re-igniting 
interest in the Maya 
civilisation. They go on to 
document other Maya cities, 
including Chichen Itzi. 

1553AD 

The first British ships arrive in 
Benin. Britain becomes one of the 
main countries involved in the 
inhumane practice of buying and 
selling enslaved people as if they 
were property. The British forcibly 
transport enslaved people to the 
Americas and are keen to gain 
control in this area of Africa. 

3300BC 

Pottery started to be mass-
produced. The Sumerians 
started to inscribe symbols 
on clay tablets. 

830AD 
The House of Wisdom was 
built in Baghdad. 

3000BC 
The Sumerians started to use 
mathematics. Looms were 
used weave fabric. 

1000AD 

Al-Zahrawi finished his 
medical book ‘Al Tasrif’. It 
will be used by doctors for 
another 500 years. 

2014AD 
The cities of Lagunita and 
Tamchen are rediscovered. 
 

1897AD 

The British enter Benin City without 
permission. Fighting breaks out (the 
‘Benin Massacre’) and only two 
British officers survive. As 
punishment, the British launch the 
‘Benin Punitive Expedition’ and 
destroy Benin City, stealing many 
treasures. The Oba is exiled, and 
the British colonise Benin. 

2700BC 

Gilgamesh became the 5th 
king of Uruk. He features in 
some of the most important 
Sumerian myths and legends. 

1258AD 

The Siege of Baghdad: 
Mongols from Asia attacked 
Islamic lands, destroying the 
House of Wisdom, and 
burning Baghdad. They 
threw millions of books into 
the river. The city never 
recovered its former glory, 
but the ideas lived on.  

2500BC 
The Royal Standard of Ur and 
Royal Game of Ur are made. 
 

2330BC 
The Sumerian people are 
conquered by the Akkadians. 
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Key Vocabulary 
civilisation An organised society with its 

own culture and way of life, 
existing in a particular area over 
a particular period of time. 

dynasty A succession of rulers of a country or 
civilisation. 

BC 
AD 

BC – Before Christ 
AD – Anno Domini (Latin): in the year of Our 
Lord 

caliph The leader of a caliphate – a political-
religious form of government of a 
Muslim community. A caliph had to be 
Muslim, male, sane, fair, just, and law-
abiding. 

Mesopotamia The land between the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers, now mostly in modern-day Iraq. The 
name is Greek for ‘between rivers.’ 

 

Islam A religion founded by Muhammad, who was 
born in Mecca in 570AD. People who practise 
Islam are called Muslims 
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Maya Civilisation 2000BC – 1697AD 

1500AD 

 
The Indus Valley 
3300BC – 1500BC 

  Ancient Sumer  

5000BC - 2330BC 

Ancient Rome 880BC – 476AD 

 

 

Persian Empire  
559BC- 331BC 

 

Ancient Egypt 3100BC – 30BC Early Islamic 
Civilisation  
610AD – 1258AD  Shang Dynasty 

1556BC-1046BC 

 

Kingdom of Benin  
1100AD – 1897AD 

 

Ancient Greece 776BC – 146BC 

BC/AD 

The Maya believed in and worshipped a 
number of different gods. They believed that 
the gods had a good side and a bad side, and 
that the gods could help or hurt them. The 
Maya would sing, dance, and sometimes make 
offerings of blood to the gods. Priests were 
very important in Mayan society - only the 
king more important than them - as it was 
believed that they could communicate directly 
with the gods.     
                                 
 
 

The Benin Bronzes (made of brass and 
bronze) are a group of sculptures which 
include elaborately decorated cast plaques, 
commemorative heads, animal and human 
figures, items of royal regalia, and 
personal ornaments. They were created by 
specialist guilds working for the royal 
court of the Oba (king) in Benin City.  
 

 
 
 

Ancient Sumerian writing used 
hieroglyphs similar to those used in 
ancient Egypt. This developed into a 
script called cuneiform (‘wedge-
shaped’) – symbols on clay tablets 
using a blunt reed to make marks. 
 

The ‘House of Wisdom’ was a library 
and research facility which collected 
and translated writing from many 
cultures, including Persian, Indian, 
ancient Greek, and Roman texts. By 
900AD it stored more books than 
anywhere else in the world and was 
attracting the most brilliant minds to 
study there. 

 

  
 


