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Workhouses 

 

Queen Victoria 
Queen Victory took the throne in 1837. Her 
monarchy was a time of reform and social 
change. Many innovations changed the social 
and physical landscape of Britain during this 
time. There was a great boom in 
communication and transport which resulted 
in a boom in trade and industry. Her reign 
involved a period of suffrage pushed through 
by Chartists. When she died in 1901 Britain 
was a radically different place. 

Key Vocabulary 

 
 

Monarch A sovereign head of state such as a 
king or a queen. 

Industry Economic activity concerned with the 
processing of raw materials and 
manufacture of goods in factories. 

Workhouses are places were the poor and infirm would go if 
they could not find work to source money or accommodation. 
The conditions of the workhouses were brutal, and families 
would be separated for the duration of their stay. Work was 
hard and hours were long. 

The Victorian Innovators 
 

Essential Question: How did Victorian Innovations 
change the world? 

Society The community of people living in a 
particular country or region and 
having shared customs, laws and 
organisations. 
 

 What is the British Empire? Trade The action of buying and selling 
goods and services. 

Chartism  
The British Empire is term used is a term used to describe all of the 
places that were once ruled by Britain. Built over many years, it 
included parts of North America, The Caribbean, Asia, Australia, and 
New Zealand. The British Empire was its height during the Victorian 
Period. Many people around the world were exploited to help provide 
wealth to the upper class and aristocracy of Britain. 
 

Chartism was a large working-class movement for political reform in 
Britain that erupted from 1838 to 1857 and was strongest in 1839, 
1842 and 1848. It was fiercely opposed by government authorities who 
finally suppressed the movement.  
 
The principles of Chartism were set out in a manifesto called The 
People's Charter and called for universal suffrage for men, equal 
electoral districts, voting by secret ballot, abolition of property 
qualifications for MPs, and annual general elections. 

 

Aristocr acy The highest class in certain societies, 
typically comprising of people of 
noble birth holding hereditary titles 
and offices. 

Class A system of ordering society 
whereby people are divided into sets 
based on perceived social or 
economic status. 

 
 
   
 
 
                     

                 
 
 
 
   

 
Famous Innovators 
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Thomas Edison (1847-1931) 
Thomas Alva Edison was an American inventor and businessman. He developed many devices 
in fields such as electric power generation, mass communication, sound recording, and motion 
pictures. 

 

Thomas Crapper (1836-1910) 
A Victorian Plumber who designed the ballcock system seen in toilets today. This invention led 
to better sewerage and helps eradicate disease such as cholera in Britain. 

John Dunlop (1840-1921) 
John Boyd Dunlop was a Scottish-born inventor and veterinary surgeon who spent most of his 
career in Ireland. Familiar with making rubber devices, he invented the first practical 
pneumatic tyres for his child's tricycle and developed them for use in cycle racing. 

Alexander Graham-Bell (1847-1922) 
Alexander Graham Bell was a Scottish-born inventor, scientist, and engineer who is credited 

with patenting the first practical telephone.  
John Brodie (1858-1934) 
John Alexander Brodie was an English civil engineer. He was especially known for his 
contribution to town planning in Liverpool, notably as one of the engineers who led the design 
of the Mersey Tunnel under the River Mersey. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


