
Stockbridge Village Primary School – Expedition Project Plan

Project title – When Forces Roar

Year group  - 4 Autumn

Essential	Question:	C	
Which	force	is	the	most	powerful:	human	or	nature?

Fieldwork	&	Experts 

Let’s Dig Museum of 
Liverpool workshop 
Vulcanologist 
Geologist 
Paleantologist 
Chester 
Liverpool Museum 

Big Ideas (Concepts)

Cause and Effect            Conquest 
Change                           Power 
Survival                           Empire 
Extinction 

Questions worth asking - 

What is Earth’s greatest superpower?
Can we control the world; or just reduce risk?
Who survives best in a natural disaster? 
Am I a survivor?  
What makes for successful conquest? 
Is Empire fair? 

 

Use -  

Maps
Globes
Films
Photographs
3D models 

Investigate -  

Tectonic plates
Planet Earth - core
Volcanoes 
Earthquakes
Floods
Hurricanes 
Mass extinction 
event 
Survival of some 
mammals and birds 

Books - 
A Pebble in my Pocket - Meredith 
Hooper 
The Science of Natural Disasters 
Hurricane - David Wilson 
Flood - Alvaro F Villa 
Escape from Pompeii - Christina 
Balitt 
What the Romans did for Us! - Alison 
Hawes
Avoid being a Roman Soldier - David 
Stewart 
Roman thing to Make and Do - 
Usborne 

Key Vocabulary - 
Natural Disasters 
Volcanoes
Earthquakes
Tsunami
K/T Extinction event - recall 
dinosaurs from Y3 
Survival  - food chains 
Empire
Romans
Pompeii
Conquest 
Rulers 

Guided	Inquiry Questions - 

(see Loops of learning plans) 

Significant people /places /events - 

Pompeii and Herculaneum 
Pliny the Younger AD79

Gnaeus Julius Agricloa. - (AD79 in Britain) 
Chester 

Find (out about) - 

Natural disasters 
Chicxulub impact 
crater 

Vesuvius
Pliny the Younger  - 
AD79
Herculaneum 
Romans in Chester - 
AD70’s to 80’s (Deva 
Victrix) 
Gnaeus Julius Agricola 
- commander in North 

Make -

3D volcano 
Sculpture
Newspaper reports 
Geolopgical maps / dig
Paintings 
Roman mosaic - geometry 
Roman artefacts 

Collect - 
Pumice stone; fossils; pictures
Roman replica artefacts; Roman maps 



Main subject POS - 
Science- States of Matter 
Pupils should be taught to:

identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and associate 
the rate of evaporation with temperature.
Pupils should explore a variety of everyday materials and develop simple descriptions of 
the states of matter (solids hold their shape; liquids form a pool not a pile; gases escape 
from an unsealed container). Pupils should observe water as a solid, a liquid and a gas and 
should note the changes to water when it is heated or cooled.
Living Things and their Habitats 
recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to 
living things.
Animals, including Humans (in the context of extinction event - dinosaurs and 
asteroid, Gulf of Mexico)
construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying producers, predators and prey.
Pupils should be introduced to the main body parts associated with the digestive system, 
for example, mouth, tongue, teeth, oesophagus, stomach and small and large intestine and 
explore questions that help them to understand their special functions.
Pupils might work scientifically by: comparing the teeth of carnivores and herbivores, and 
suggesting reasons for differences; finding out what damages teeth and how to look after 
them. They might draw and discuss their ideas about the digestive system and compare 
them with models or images.
From Y5 - recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide 
information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago
Geography  - Human and physical geography
describe and understand key aspects of:
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
Locational Knowledge 
identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
History 
the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain - starting with Pompeii and moving into 
Romans in Britain. Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC; successful invasion by 
Claudius and conquest, and movement to North West AD79 

Linked subjects POS - 
Art and Design 
Pupils should be taught:
to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas
to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture 
with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]
about great artists, architects and designers in history.
D&T
Through a variety of creative and practical activities, pupils should be taught the knowledge, 
understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of designing and making. They 
should work in a range of relevant contexts [for example, the home, school, leisure, culture, 
enterprise, industry and the wider environment].

Immersion	Experience - 

Assessment	checks	-	Rubrics,	criteria	lists,	learning	checkpoints	

Performance of Learning - 
Publish newspaper 
Class assembly 

For next time - 


