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YEAR 2  
Key Concept Contexts Key Knowledge and Vocabulary Skills: Techniques & Application 

Places are 

named, 
categorised 

and located 

on land and 

water, in 

varying 

scales. 

Locational 
knowledge 

of England 

  know the location of the school and home within UK region (North West) 
  know the regions of the UK (North-east, North-west, Yorkshire & Humber, East Midlands, West Midlands, East Anglia, 

London, South-east, South-west). 

  Know major waterways in the region (Mersey, Manchester Canal). 

  use a range of maps at various scales, atlases and globes 
  use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, 

near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map using ‘compass language’. 

  use aerial photographs and plan perspectives (‘bird’s eye view’) to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic simple-plan-view symbols in a key 

  use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human 

and physical features of its surrounding environment (asking questions including asking people, photographs, plan view 

annotations, collecting data e.g. tally charts & see Y1 fieldwork tools, measuring sketches, collecting items in the 

environment) 

Locational 
knowledge 

of the world 

  know the world’s seven continents (Europe, North America, South America, Africa, Asia, Oceania, Antarctica) 

  know the world’s five oceans (Indian, Pacific, Atlantic, Southern, Antarctic) 

  location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
  The following key knowledge and vocabulary is specified in Science Curriculum Year 2 The Earth and its place in the 

solar system: 
Geographical features of the Earth’s surface: 

- The shape of the Earth, the horizon 
- Oceans and continents 
- North Pole and South Pole, Equator. 

 Places have 

unique 

physical and 

human 

characteristi 

cs. 
Cultural 
understandi 
ng and 

diversity 
 

The 

locations of 
human and 

physical 
features are 

influenced 

by each 

other 

 Contrasting 

study: local 
area (South- 
West 
England) 
and non- 
European 

area 

(Recommen 

dation:Sout
h Afroca – 
Sedibeng ) 

  understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography; 

  use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
- key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather 
- key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

 

  Review knowledge & vocabulary detailed Y1 Seasons and daily weather patterns 

  Understand the difference between weather and climate o Weather is day to day atmospheric conditions o Climate is 

the average weather conditions measured over years 

 Environment 
s change as 

a result of 
human 

influences or 

physical 
processes. 

 Changing 

environment 
s 

(Recommen 

dation: Local 
or regional 
studies) 

The following key knowledge and vocabulary is specified in Science Curriculum Year 2 Living things and their habitats 

environment: 
Environmental change and Habitat destruction 
  Environments are constantly changing, and this can sometimes pose dangers to specific habitats, for example: effects 

of population and development; deforestation, pollution, litter. 

 

Progression of Subject Knowledge and Skills  
We have planned the sequence of our Expeditionary Curriculum 
content carefully across each year group, maintaining subject 

disciplinary knowledge which includes both procedural and 

declarative knowledge. Some subject content is taught in an 
interleaved way within our Projects and some is taught discretely.   

Expeditionary Project Plan 
We plan our curriculum using flexible connectivity and 

complementary sequencing. We use cognitive science research 
and interleave subjects rigorously into projects, utilizing language 
overlap between subjects and concepts. This Project Plan is then 
written as a Project Narrative to ensure the content is sequenced 

into Case Studies which enable children to study content in depth, 
before they can generalize their learning to broader concepts and 

content. 

Sequenced Learning Pathway 
Learning Projects are sequenced across 12 weeks 
in duration and comprise a significant portion of 

daily instructional time for children, including 
teaching English across the curriculum, application 

of math’s skills and science 

Knowledge Organisers 
KO’s are used as summaries for each project. They 
denote some helpful knowledge that  children can 

use to support them to build learning schemas - 
and later retrieve, when knowledge content is lost 
over time. They can use KO’s as an aide memoire 

to  link to new understanding and knowledge . 

Loops of Learning / Project Boards 
The Project content is sequenced using backwards planning and 

developed into ‘Loops of Learning’ which form project boards. Our 

Project Boards make the learning visible for children. The projects are 

tightly time framed and include formative and summative 

assessments such as conferences, retrieval quizzes, debates, 

protocols, tests, essays, and presentations. 

Real World   

Legacy  
Outcome 

Our Expeditionary 
Curriculum is standards 

led and rigorously 
planned from the 

National Curriculum  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


