
 

 

Expeditionary Project Narrative 
 
 
In Spring Term, the Year 4 Crew’s project is called Walking In The 
Footsteps of Strangers. 
 
We have to answer the essential question: 
 
EQ: “ Why have people always left their homes to journey / travel?” 
And  
“Can memories travel?” 
       
 
The Learning Targets for this project are: 

• I can decide whether Vikings were Settlers or Raiders through 
debate.  

• I can show understanding of stereotypes by looking at how 
Liverpool is view by some (but not all) of the country.  

• I can show understanding of the plight of refugees by reading 
excerpts of Boy At The Back Of The Class.  

• I can make links between Liverpool and Ireland by studying the 
Irish Famine.  

• I can assess the impact of Chinese immigrants to our cities 
culture by investigating Chinatown. 

• I can investigate migration within our city by studying the 
Scotland Road slum clearance. 

• I can see how my area has changed by studying regeneration 
and decline. 

 
Immersion: 
 
During our immersion week, the children visit various points and 
settlements along the River Alt. This helps us imagine the journeys 
other settlers have made in the past (Viking Long Boats got as far as 
Huyton).  We then have a detailed look at the Lindisfarne raids. Next, 
we look at the climate of Scandinavia, all the time figuring out why the 
Vikings travelled. The children then look at the impact of Viking 
settlement in Britain. We look at the relationship between the Vikings 
and Anglo-Saxons and how Britain was partitioned. We study the key 
figures Alfred the Great and The King of East Anglia Guthram. The 
children then study the development of Danelaw. 



 

 

 
 
Case Study 1:  
 
To start our project, we have an honest look at our beliefs and 
stereotypes. We look at how Liverpool is viewed by the rest of the 
country. The children are then required to ask: are these stereotypes 
fair? Here, we make links between these stereotypes with the 
stereotypes bestowed on the Vikings. Were these fair?  
 
We then study fake news and news around refugees. The children then 
look at headlines from various news sources. Then, children look at 
the readership figures for the newspapers during this period. The 
children will decide if their views can be changed by the media. The 
children then study and produce a short video about how to check 
news sources and fake news. 
 
Then we study immigration from within the EU. Are the stereotypes 
bestowed on them fair or unfair? Why? Why have they travelled? 
Would you do the same? These ideas were then linked with refugees. 
Asking the same provoking questions. 
 
 
 
Case Study 2: 
 
Next, we look at the Irish famine and why many Irish people settled in 
our city. The children then make links with the previous case study as 
to why people travel.  Would we do the same? The children then look 
at the impact of religion in the city made by Irish immigrants 
(predominantly Roman Catholic). We make a (virtual) visit to the 
Museum of Liverpool to study how these communities build the city’s 
second cathedral and how it was planned to build the second largest 
cathedral in the world. As a community school in close proximity to 
two catholic schools we then asked: are we a minority within our 
community? 
 
The children will then study the impact of Chinese immigrants on the 
city. We look at how the Blue Funnel Line brought prosperity to the 
city and resulted in an influx of Chinese settlers in the community. We 
then make links with the Chinese heritage community. The children 
will visit Chinatown and investigate the links between Liverpool and 



 

 

Shanghai, which is now celebrated with a Chinese Arch. During this 
case study, the children create a timeline of immigration in Liverpool 
and we celebrate the ‘cultural melting pot’ we live in. 
 
 
Case Study 3: 
During case study three, the children learn about how our community 
has changed over the last 80 years. We then investigate the slum 
clearance of Scotland Road and how this resulted in  migration to the 
new Cantril Farm estate (now Stockbridge Village).  
 
The area was designed to be an ideal place to live with modern 
amenities. The children investigate how the area declined during the 
1980s due to major jobs losses in the city due to economic turmoil and 
the loss of many of the cities docks. The children look at the 
regeneration of the area and the change to Stockbridge Village.  
 
Our Legacy Outcome was to create biographies about the new 
residents of the assisted living facility adjacent to our school. We will 
make links with the community and the children will have the 
opportunity to find out about the residents through links with family 
members. All the time, the children will be checking for links with the 
project. The most obvious links will be ties with Ireland, the docks and 
Stockbridge Village. 
 
 
Our English anchor texts are Arthur and the Golden Rope and Boys 
Who Dare To Be Different. 
 

 

The Global Goal we work on throughout our project is SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOAL 8 
 
 


