
Expeditionary Project Narrative 
 
The Victorian Innovators 
 
In Spring 2020, the Year 4 Crew’s project was called The Victorian 
Innovators. 
 
We had to answer the essential question: 
 
EQ: “Could we live without Victorian Innovations?” 
 
The Learning Targets for this project were: 

• I can discover famous innovators of the Victorian era. 
• I can discuss the importance of famous Victorians. 
• I can assess the impact of Victorian Innovations 
• I can discuss the importance of transport during the Victorian 

era. 
 

Immersion: 
During the first week of our project, we looked at the class system 
and had a above/below day in class. The children learnt about who 
Queen Victoria was and learnt a brief outline of the era. 
 
Case Study 1:  
We learnt about the harsh conditions of the Victorian workhouse. 
The children debated if Victorian society was fair. We then made 
gruel to recipes provided by the workhouses. The children agreed 
that the era was unfair, especially prior to the innovations. Which 
would allow some to become upwardly mobile. We learnt about how 
settlements changed during the era and answered the question “Did 
the this make society less or more equal?” We learnt about how 
Chartism tried to become a voice for the working class during the era. 
 
Case Study 2: 
Next, the children recognised the achievements of famous Victorian 
innovators: Edison, Graham-Bell, Crapper and Dunlop. The children 
found out about the innovations invented and ranked the innovators. 
The children decided that Thomas Crapper’s work in sanitation was 
the most important as it helped eradicate diseases during the 
Victorian era. The children made LinkedIn profiles for each of the 
innovators explaining their importance to the modern world. 
 



Case Study 3: 
The children then assessed the impact of four key innovations during 
the era, all with links to transport or communication. The children 
assessed the importance of the stamp, the railway network and the 
Anderton Boat Lift. They arrived at the conclusion that the stamp was 
really important because it allowed people to communicate quickly 
and cheaply. The Anderton Boat Lift allowed commerce to expand 
and helped the economy in the North West of England, the children 
then built on this looking at the factory conditions and child 
employment making links with case study 1. 
The children looked at the dawn of the railways and how they 
allowed people to move around the country to seek work. We looked 
at local census data and concluded that there was a large shift from 
the country to the towns. 
 
In this case study the children also looked at how the innovations 
changed the landscape of our world. The children assessed if they 
were vital. Many links were made with modern technology and how 
innovations of the Victorian period had an impact on the modern 
world. One led to another, for example without the invention of the 
telephone would there be a mobile phone. The children concluded 
that the inventions of the past were vital for future generations and 
for ease of living now. 
 
Case Study 4: 
The children looked at the boom in Liverpool during the Victorian 
era and about the work of innovators from our city. 
 
 
Anchor Text 
Our English anchor text was “Boys who dare to be different” which is 
a collection of biographies based on great innovators.  
 
The children used this text to write their own biography on Thomas 
Edison. They also used the story to write adversity narratives based 
on the biography of Louis Braille. 

 


