
Expeditionary Project Narrative  
 

Golden Oldies - A comparison between Ancient Baghdad and Mayan 
Civilisations 

 

In Autumn Term Year 5 crew’s project is: 
 ‘The Golden Oldies’  
 

We have to answer the Essential Question: 
 

EQ: “Why were the Ancient Civilisations able to develop? ” 

 

The Learning Targets for this project are:  
 

 

• I can compare the timelines of Ancient Baghdad and the Mayans with 
British History 

• I can recognise the key achievements of Ancient Baghdad 
Civilisations 

• I can draw contrasts from Ancient Civilisations of Great Britain. 
• I can recognise where these civilisations are and their climates  
• I can recognise the Islamic Faith and understand the culture and 

rituals. 
 

Case study 1: History 

We begin with a timeline from Great Britain and compare this to the 
Ancient Civilisations. We compare the key events from both, including the 
Mongol Attack. We then begin to study the differences and similarities of 
the civilisations by identifying their achievements around inventors, 
scholars and artisans.  
 

Case study 2: Geography 

We study the geographical locations and the significance of this, how 
settlements occurred and the requirements for this to be fruitful. We 
research the human and physical attributes of both civilisations.  
 

Case Study 3:  Religion/PHSE 

We study the religion of Islam and the beliefs people hold. We undertake a 
field trip  to a mosque and experience first-hand how religious prayer 
happens and the significance of beliefs around clothing and objects. 
 

Case study 4: Art and Design 

In case study  4 we review a range of artisans from both periods of time 
and create their own pottery and artwork, inspired by techniques from this 



time period. This will be dispalyed in our Gallery as part of our final 
presentation. 
 

Link to Global goals: Quality education for all 
We look at some of the ancient education systems and the success of these. 
 

The Presentation of Learning: Gallery of our civilisations  
 

English across the curriculum: Anchor text:  
We use traditional folk tales including ‘The Chocolate Tree’ and non-fiction 
texts to support our research and English across the curriculum.  
 

 


