
Expeditionary Project Narrative  
 

Ancient Greeks 

 

In Summer Term , the Year 5 crew’s project is: 
 

 ‘The Legacy of the Ancient Greeks’ 
 

We have to answer the Essential Question: 
 

EQ: “Did the Ancient Greeks influence our thinking today?” 

 

The Learning Targets for this project are:  
 

 

• I can identify the physical features of Greece 
• I can investigate life in Ancient Greece, through what has been left 

behind 
• I can compare and contrast different cities and ways of life 
• I can recognise the influence of the Greeks as writers and storytellers  
• I can recognise how democracy originated in Ancient Greece 
• I can identify and compare modern day democracy and the features 

of the UK Government 
• I can evaluate successes of the great philosophers and thinkers  

 

Case study 1: Geography 

We begin with a study of Greece and its physical features, climate and 
location. We discuss the likely professions and we consider fishermen, 
sailors, farmers and traders. We also compare maps of Ancient Greece with 
ones from today and contrast information, landscape, and places that 
existed on both maps. This leads us to look at temples and buildings that 
still stand today. We then have some background knowledge built 
to  enable us to write down  questions we want to know about a range of 
picture stimuli,  including the Parthenon, Acropolis and a range of temples.  
 

Case study 2: History 

In case study 2. we begin to study a range of artefacts that have been 
discovered, we make hypotheses on what things were and make careful 
observations. We discuss how they are a source of information, and look at 
a range of sources and compare their reliability to help us learn more. We 
explore similarities, differences and significance, and use them to make 
connections.  
 

Case Study 3: Art and Design and Design Technology  



As we explore what has been left behind we look in detail at some of the 
buildings, we recognise the common features of columns and look at how 
this influences architecture today and what the job of an architect is. We 
study famous buildings and their architects and compare and contrast 
different styles. We wonder how ancient buildings were constructed and 
create mechanical cranes and levers similar to Greek designs, to lift and 
move objects.  
 

Case study 4: Citizenship 

In case study 4 we learn about Democracy and its roots in Greece, we 
compare political systems in different states in Greece and look at 
similarities between governments today. We make connections with 
elections in the UK and recognise key messages of different political 
parties. We compare democracy to previously studied Monarchy 
Leadership styles and learn that we will study dictatorships in year 6. We 
hold debates and act out the British Parliament to understand the role of 
debate and study our local MP’s. We study some good orators and make 
party political broadcasts for different parties and write speeches using 
persuasive language. 
 

Link to Global goals: Gender Equality and Reduced Inequalities  
As a Crew we look at different levels of equality given to Sparta and Athens, 
as women, slaves and noble men. We discuss how fair and equal this was. 
We learn briefly about the suffragette movement to establish how women 
got the vote in Great Britain and what we do currently to continue this 
equality. We study the impact of a democratic system and how this has led 
to reduced inequalities for all. 
 

The Presentation of Learning: Assembly with Film produced by Crew. 
The children create a video for their presentation of learning which is 
available on SeeSaw. The video is made using green screen technology 
which is part of computing coverage. We present ‘How the Greeks changed 
our world today’, demonstrating the legacy of  democracy, architecture, 
sport and religious beliefs and story writing. 
 

English across the curriculum: Anchor text:  
We use Myths and Legends throughout this unit and Odysseus as driver 
texts. We make connections from learning about the different Gods and 
hearing them referred to in texts. We study language, phrases and 
expressions that have changed our language and speech. We finally write 
our own myths based on our favourite Olympian Gods.   
 



 


