
Expeditionary Project Narrative 

Rainforest Rules 

 

In Autumn Term, the Year 3 Crew’s project is ‘Rainforest Rules’. We 

have to answer the Essential Question: 

“What would happen if all the rainforests in the world disappeared?” 

The Learning Targets for this project are: 

• I can identify the Rainforest layers and other characteristics 

• I can use maps, atlases, globes and digital / computer mapping 

to locate countries (South America) and describe features 

studied 

• I can use a wide range of geographical sources in order to 

investigate places and patterns 

• I can identify position and significance of latitude and longitude, 

equator, tropics, poles using map skills 

• I can compare Amazon forest life to a forest in UK 

• I can identify that animals, including humans, need the right 

types and amount of nutrition, and that they cannot make their 

own food; they get nutrition from what they eat 

• I can identify that humans and some other animals have 

skeletons and muscles for support, protection and movement. 

• I can identify and describe the functions of different parts of 

flowering plants 

• I can explore the requirements of plants for life and growth 

• I can identify and name plants and animals 

• I can look at classification keys 

• I can appreciate cultural diversity and compare Indigenous 

tribe’s life to Stockbridge Village children’s life. 

• I understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied 

diet; I can design, make and evaluate a healthy meal to sustain 

a walk though the jungle. 

• I can prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury 

dishes using a range of cooking techniques 

• I can use experiences, other subjects across the curriculum as 

the inspiration for artwork 

• I am aware of the importance of promoting sustainable 

behaviours 

• Forces and magnets: I can compare how things move on 

different surfaces; I can notice that some forces need contact 

between two 

• objects but magnetic forces act at a distance; observe how 

magnets attract or repel each other and attract some materials 

and not others; 

• I can compare and group together a variety of everyday 

materials on the basis of whether they are attracted to a 



magnet, and identify some magnetic materials; I can describe 

magnets as having two poles; 

• I can predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each 

other, depending on which poles are facing 

• I can use 8 points of the compass 

• I can compare Amazon river life to a river in UK 

• I can give specific advice on how to protect the Rainforest 

 

The children revisit Victorian chronology from Year 2 as part of the 

anchor text, jemmy Button,  and to reinforce early knowledge before 

their Victorian project, ‘Victorian Innovators’ in Year 4. 

 

Case Study 1: 

To start our project, we learn about the Rainforest characteristics, 

location and layers. Children use research skills to find out information 

about the different layers of the rainforest and which animals and 

plants we find in each one. 

 

Case Study 2: 

In case study 2, we look at maps and learn about the different 

climates in the world. We focus on the tropic climate as is 

characteristic of the rainforests. We link into the work children did 

about divisions of the Earth in year 2 and refresh the concepts 

Equator, Hemispheres, Tropics and Poles. 

We locate the Amazon Rainforest on maps, and find out which 

countries belong to it. We learn all the countries in South America. 

Knowing that the Rainforests has a tropical climate and this is typical 

from areas between the tropic of Cancer and the tropic of Capricorn, 

children discuss if we would find any Rainforests in England. We locate 

England on our climate maps to answer this inquiry. We compare 

Sherwood Forest (in England) to the Amazon Rainforest (in Brazil) 

looking for similarities and differences. 

 

Case Study 3: 

In case study three, we discuss if any animal or plant could survive in 

the Rainforest: why wouldn’t we find a penguin or a cactus in the 

Amazon? We look at everything an animal or a plant needs in 



order to survive and reproduce in a biome, making links to Case Study 

1.We classify animals into invertebrates and vertebrates, and also the 

vertebrates into amphibians, reptiles, fishes, mammals and birds. We 

start to learn about the human skeleton. 

Children look at the parts of a plant, explore the requirements of plants 

for life and growth and the part that insects & birds play in the life cycle 

of flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation and seed 

dispersal. We experiment with celery by adding food colorant to the 

water. This way we investigate the way water is transported within 

plants. 

 

Case Study 4: 

In Case Study 4, we learn about humans living in the Amazon. We study  

which ways different indigenous tribes use the Rainforest and the 

resources they found in it (the trees, the river, herbs). We compare the 

children’s everyday life in the Awa tribe with their own, looking for 

similarities and differences. 

 

Case Study 5: 

In Case Study 5, we consider everything they would need to pack to 

go to the Amazon as explorers, reinforcing the work in Year 2 on 

climate and pioneers. We further study food categories f r o m  Y ea r  2  

and design a healthy meal. Then, we prepare, eat and evaluate it. 

We look at a compass mechanism and experiment with magnets and 

forces to understand how orientation works.  

 

We have two experts visit who lived and worked as a Rainforest 

engineer and as a nurse in the Amazon and use this research to 

deepen our knowledge of life in the tropics and Rainforest. 

 

Case Study 6: 

In case study 6,  we study the water cycle, linking it to the Amazon 

River and the book “A river” by Marc Martin. 

 

Case Study 7: 

In our final case study, the Crew assess the importance of protecting 

the Rainforest. We start to look at dangers the Amazon is facing, like 

deforestation.  

 

We become activists to help protect the Rainforest of the world and write 

guidance for everybody about what we can all do to help its 

protection. 

 

The Global Goal we work on through our project is SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT GOAL 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use 

of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 

desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 

biodiversity loss. 

 

Our Legacy Outcome is to collectively design, create and sell a 

calendar to raise money for the protection of the Rainforest and share 



everything we learnt about it. In art, children paint beautiful pictures 

for the calendar inspired by Henry Roseau’s leaves prints. 

 

English across the curriculum: Anchor Text 

Our English anchor texts are Jemmy Butto by Valero Vidali and A River 

by Marc Martin. 

Jemmy Button is a return narrative that tells us the real story of a 

indigenous boy who in the 1800’s lived in the rainforest and was taken 

to England and then returned back to his land, so he could ‘civilise’ his 

tribe.  

 

The children use this text to experiment with poetry strategies 



and write their own return narrative, focusing in the setting descriptions. 

“A river” is also a narrative that explains a boy’s journey through a 

mysterious river. The children used this text to learn about the features 

of a letter and to write their own. 

 

 


