
Expeditionary Project Narrative 
Hard Rock History 

In Spring Term the Year 3  project is  ‘Hard Rock History.’ 

 

We have to answer the Essential Question: 

EQ: “What have Prehistoric people ever done for us?”  

 

The Learning Targets for this project were: 

 

The Precambrian time 
 

I can investigate the vast bulk of the Earth's history, starting 

with the planet's creation about 4.5 billion years ago. 

The Mezazoic period 
 

• I can investigate whether dinosaurs were real, and how 

do we know and what happened to them? 

 

Evolution and inheritance 

• I can look at changes in animals over time in rocks 

• I can compare and group together different kinds of 

rocks on the basis of their simple physical properties 

• I can recognise that soils are made from rocks and 

organic matter 

• I can describe in simple terms how fossils are formed 

when things that have lived are trapped within rock The 

Mesolithic period. 

• I can explain why the hunter gatherers moved into 

Britain after the last Ice Age. 

 

The Neolithic period. 

• I can understand why the hunter-gatherers converted to 

farming 

 

The Bronze Age 

• I can understand the Key Changes in culture from the 

Neolithic into the Bronze Age 

 

The Iron Age 



• I can understand the key changes in culture from the 

Bronze Age into the Iron Age (The period of prehistory in 

Britain generally refers to the time before written records 

began.) 

 

Case study 1: 

In order to develop chronological understanding we explore 

timelines and the linear visuality of history with the ‘Black 

Ribbon of Earth’s history’ which shows the timeline of Earth's 

history in a conceptual way. It consists of a 50 metre long 

ribbon of black cotton fabric wound  upon a wooden spindle 

where 1 cm represents 1 million years. While unrolling the 

ribbon, we listen to the story attached to it (“About Life on 

Earth – the Story of the Black Ribbon”) and we place images 

upon the cloth as they appear in the timeline (from 

microorganisms to plants, invertebrates, fishes, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds and mammals). The last 3cm of the ribbon 

consist of a strip of red fabric depicting human existence (3 

million years). We can then visualise the development of the 

earth in the correct order of the known timeline. It enables us 

to understand that, even though dinosaurs (our first object of 

study) lived millions of years ago, that wasn’t long ago in 

relation with the whole Earth history. In the same way, we 

visually learn that humans appear late in Earth history and 

there was life before Prehistory (our second case study). 

Case study 2: 

In case study 2 we briefly explore the dinosaur world that 

once existed. In science we learn about rocks, fossils and soil. 

We carry out a water drop test to investigate which rocks 

are permeable, allowing water to pass into and through 

them and which are impermeable, not allowing water to 

pass into or through them. We use a range of different types 

of rock. We set a challenge to explain and find out about 

sedimentary rock 



and where fossils can be found and the sort of rocks likely to 

contain them. We use this knowledge to apply to a study of 

the famous early Victorian  palaeontologist, Mary Anning 

and to investigate how fossils are formed and what they are 

made of. 

Case study 3: 

This leads into our next case study ‘The Stone Age’. 

 The children use a time line to understand when the stone 

age began and when it ended. First, we learn about the 

Mesolithic period and why the hunter gatherers moved into 

Britain after the last Ice Age. We learn that in Liverpool 

15,000 years ago, no one lived there because it was 

covered with sheets of ice and snow. It was 12,000 years 

ago, that the first people arrived. 

They were called hunter gatherers because that is how they 

lived, hunting animals such as the Giant Elk and collecting 

wild fruits and wild berries. We learn that the hunter 

gatherers were a very mobile tribe and they would live in no 

more than one or two houses which we refer to as base 

camps. They would then travel to far off places to gather 

food and hunt animals. 

We weigh up all the evidence and draw conclusions that 

this was because the forests of Britain provided the hunter 

gatherers plenty of food to live and animals to hunt. We 

understand that there were not many people living in Britain 

at that time so there was plenty of food for everyone. 

Hunter gatherer tribes were very mobile so their tribes never 

contained more than 50 people. Using this knowledge we 

create maps, illustrating where hunter gatherers would go to 

collect berries and nuts, hunt animals and fish. 

Case study 4: 

In case study 4, the we study the Neolithic period, which 

started when the Mesolithic period ended around 4000BC. 

We learn that this new period marked the arrival of farming. 

We look at Archaeological evidence, which suggests the 

hunter gatherers lived side by side with the first farmers and 

that within a few generations the hunters became farmers 

themselves. 



We study the Scottish Skara Brae settlement  found on 

Mainland Orkney and how this would have housed up to one 

hundred people on a site not much bigger than the size of 

our school. 

We weigh up evidence and draw conclusions: Hunting was a 

dangerous activity for the tribe. The forests contained wild 

boars; bears and wolves. 

Gathering fruits & nuts takes people away from their homes 

(leaving homes undefended) whereas Farming keeps the 

people together – easier to protect their homes. We 

understand that farmers can store their food all year round – 

so they never go hungry. 
We ask the guiding question: Why did the hunter gatherers 

adopt farming? 

To put our knowledge to work about the Neolithic period 

we write persuasive letters from a Neolithic farmer to a 

Hunter gatherer in order to convince them to take up 

farming rather than the dangerous activity of hunting. 

We look at Stonehenge, which was another important 

discovery from the Neolithic period, and how the stone 

circles look very different today than when it was first built. 

Case Study 5: 

For our next case study we examine the Bronze Age and 

the great changes that occurred in Britain. 

We learn that the people in Britain started to use metal – 

Copper, Gold and Bronze and that metal tools allowed for 

more farming. Communal graves were replaced by single 

graves and rich grave goods such as pottery, jewellery and 

weapons accompanied these single graves. Horses became 

domesticated and were ridden rather than eaten. 

 

We work with an expert, Dr John Hill, archaeologist wh o  

shares his deep knowledge and brings artefacts for the 

crew to see first-hand. We look at jewellery discovered from 

a burial mound. We learn that the copper mines at 



Llandudno were mined from about 2000 BC through to the 

end of the Bronze Age, about 800 BC. 

We learn that some of the mine shafts at the copper mines 

are so small and tight that is was only possible for children as 

young as five to work at them. 

Case Study 6: 

For our final case study we examine the Iron Age. We discuss 

that by 700 BC the people of Britain started using a new 

metal – Iron. Iron was much stronger than bronze, both for the 

use of weapons and tools. 

We learn that one of the key changes in culture from the 

Bronze Age into the Iron Age was Iron Technology and this 

allowed greater farming opportunities. 

We learn that towards the end of the Bronze Age the 

weather / climate across the British Isles deteriorated. There 

were several factors involved but the major one was 

volcanoes and how this caused devastation to the farming 

lands in Britain. This meant people began to live in 

defended ditches. 

We also know from classical writing that Iron Age society in 

Britain was complex with kings, warriors, druids and 

craftsmen. We learn that if we lived in Liverpool during the 

Iron Age then we would be a member of the Brigantes 

Tribe. We research Celtic Art, which is a distinctive style of 

curves, swirls and various circular patterns and motifs. 

Following on from this we research information about a 

large stone.  

Link to Global goals: 

Quality Education: (Mary Annings influence on Darwin) 

Reduced Inequalities. 

We consider how to use and produce in sustainable ways 

that will reverse the harm that we have inflicted on the 

planet. We work on this Global goal by promoting the use of 

recycled materials to create



costumes for an assembly and make houses and other 

accessories for the assembly. 

The Presentation of Learning: 

With the support from Dr. Hill, we write and perform a class 

assembly to inform parents and school audience about 

prehistoric times – as experts in their own right. 

 

English across the curriculum: Anchor texts 

We use a variety of texts throughout the project but for 

English we read, Stone Age Boy and Ugg, which leads into 

our story narratives. 

 

We also read Stig of the Dump for our playscripts. 


