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Liverpool 
It would be wrong to attribute all of Liverpool’s success 
to the slave trade, but it was undoubtedly the 
backbone of the town’s prosperity. Historian, David 
Richardson suggests that slaving and related trades 
may have occupied a third, and possibly half, of 
Liverpool’s shipping activity in the period 1750 to 1807. 
The wealth acquired by the town was substantial and 
the stimulus it gave to trading and industrial 
development throughout the north-west of England 
and the Midlands area was of crucial importance. 
 

Key Liverpool Facts 
The ‘Liverpool Merchant’ was the first recorded slave 
ship to sail from Liverpool. She set sail on 3rd October 
1699 and arrived in Barbados on 18th September 1700 
with a cargo of 220 enslaved Africans. Part-owner Sir 
Thomas Johnson is known as the ‘founder of modern 
Liverpool.’ 
By 1750 Liverpool overtook Bristol and London in the 
slave trade and the import of sugar and rum. 
By 1795 Liverpool controlled over 80% of the British 
and over 40% of the entire European slave trade. 
Over 5000 slaving voyages started from Liverpool. 
Former Liverpool salve ship captain, John Newton, 
wrote the famous hymn ‘Amazing Grace.’ After his 
career at sea, Newton became a reverend and an anti-
slavery campaigner. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Vocabulary 
 

abolition 
The act of abolishing a system, 
practice, or institute. 

oppression 
Prolonged cruel or unjust 
treatment or exercise of 
authority. 

segregation 
The action or state of setting 
someone, or something, apart 
from others. 

In the 18th century, 6 million Africans were taken to the Americas as 
slaves, with at least a third of them on British ships.  
The British slave traders called this the ‘Triangular Trade.’ They took 
goods, such as guns and brandy, to Africa to exchange for slaves. 
They transported the African slaves on the ‘Middle Passage’ across 
the Atlantic Ocean to sell in the West Indies and North America. 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle 
Passage 

The sea journey undertaken by 
slave ships from West Africa to 
the Americas and West Indies. 

supply chain 
The sequence of the processes 
involved in the production and 
distribution of a commodity.  

trafficking 
Dealing or trading in something 
illegal. 

degraded Treated or regarded with 
contempt or disrespect. 

 inhumane 
Without compassion for misery 
or suffering; cruel 

 

apartheid 
A policy or system of 
segregation or discrimination 
on grounds of race. 

Legacy: The most obvious result is the presence of millions of people of 
African descent in Western Europe. Although many have come as a 
result of migration since 1945, their ancestors were originally transported 
in the slave trade. Black people continue to suffer discrimination and to 
be at a disadvantage in terms of their political, social, and economic 
position. This situation is largely the result of racism developed to 
justify and sustain transatlantic slavery. 

liberty 

The state of being free, within 
society, from oppressive 
restrictions imposed by 
authority on one’s behaviour or 
political views. 

flogging Beat (someone) with a whip or 
stick as a punishment. 

  

 

 

The peoples of West Africa had a 
rich and varied history and culture, 
long before European slavers 
arrived. They had a wide variety of 
political arrangements including 
kingdoms, city-states, and other 
organisations, each with their own 
languages and culture. 

 

  

Harriet Tubman was an American abolitionist and 
political activist. Born into slavery, she finally 
escaped and subsequently made some thirteen 
missions to rescue approximately 70 enslaved people 
including family and friends. She used a network of 
anti-slavery activists and safe houses known as ‘The 
Underground Railroad.’ 

 

1562 
Sir John Hawkings 
becomes the first 
English slave trader 1699 

First Liverpool ship leaves Liverpool 
‘The Liverpool Merchant’ 

1699 
80% of Caribbean population 
are African slaves 

1730 
Britain is the largest 
slave trading nation 

1792 
Parliament votes to end slavery. 
House of Lords rejects the bill  

1807 
Abolition of Slavery 1833 

William Wilberforce dies 3 days 
after emancipation bill is passed 

1833 
Slavery abolished in England 

1823 
Anti-slavery committee set up in 
London to end slavery 


